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The Lions 

Herald  
ñROAR LIONS ROARò 

The Lions in District 31-F are going to ñROARò this year. 
 

Greetings, Fellow Lions!  

Are we ready for start of a great new year in District 31-F. Our own 

International President Sid L. Suggs III is ready for a great year with his 

ñBeacon of Hopeò theme: ñLions Members will continue to light the way, 

and serve as beacons of hope.ò We in 31-F are going to ñRoarò it from one 

end of our District to the other. As Lionôs we are an important part of our 

communities but we are the best keep secret in our communities. So at 

the very start of my  year I am going issue some challenges to every Club 

and every Lion in  District 31-F. To the Clubs I want you to have at least one new exceptional 

service project in your community in which the Lions of your Club are at the forefront. I also want 

you to get your local newspaper, radio station, or TV station involved, so that everyone in your 

community knows that Lions were involved. We want to ñROARò that we are Lions and that we 

are in our community.  

To my fellow Lions I want you to ñROARò that you are a Lion, wear a Lions emblem, pin, 

hat, or shirt when you leave the house. Just as you get your car keys and cell phone, make sure 

that you ñROARò that you are a Lion when you leave the house. Put that Lionôs pin on your shirt 

collar, or replace that ball cap with a Lionôs Cap, put on your Lionôs shirt. Put a Lionôs pin on your 

suit jacket.  

I am proud that I am a member of the largest service organization in the world, that we do 

more in sight services than any country or other organization in the world. I am proud that here 

in North Carolina, we have the International President Sid  from our district, the #1 camp for the 

visually impaired, Camp Dogwood, in the nation, the premier VIP fishing tournament in the world 

at the outer banks.                        
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Why would you not be proud to be a Lion, our motto is ñWe Serveò and as a Lion, you 

should show your commitment to that motto by showing that you are proud to be a LION. 

As many of you know we have lost a great many Lions in District 31-F this year, and we 

have lost some clubs also, but as a district we have also recruited more Lions than any district 

in North Carolina. Our problem is two fold, many of our great Lions have gone on to meet their 

maker, and we have lost many because we did not get them involved with service projects that 

they could relate to. 

The first we cannot do any thing about but we can recruit new younger Lions to take 

their place. So here is another challenge go out and recruit a new member by October. Club 

Presidents think of a way to reward that member who brings in the most new members by   

October, pay for their meals at Mid-Winter Convention this year or some other reward. Also, 

get that new member involved in that new service project, or take their idea and run with it. 

Second, retention, why did that member leave, as a Club how did we let them down,   

did we not get them involved. Did they have a specific project they want to see the Club take 

on? Before you take a member off your rolls, I ask that your membership chairperson or the 

sponsoring Lion talk to them and find out why they are leaving. If we can retain those that are 

leaving and replace those that have passed, we can have growth in 31-F.  

Another challenge, how many Lions have been to Camp Dogwood, Boys and Girls 

Home, or to the VIP fishing tournament? As Clubs, I challenge you to see that your members 

get to one of these great Lions projects during this year. Camp Dogwood is having camping 

season for our VIPôs at this time and it is a great chance to see what your Camp Dogwood  

tickets and white cane contributions are doing.  Boys and Girls Home is locate at Lake      

Waccamaw, in our district, they will welcome you as individual Lions or as a Club, just give 

them a call. Every Lion in our district should make it a personal project to go there. 

VIP fishing tournament is October 10-13 this year, call or write Gwen White for a volun-

teer application, 252-202-2329, PO Box 140, Columbia, NC, 27925, or go on line at NCVIP 

Fishing. If you cannot go for the complete tournament call Gwen and volunteer for the day. 

It is an honored that the Finest Lions in North Carolina have chosen me as your district gover-

nor for the year of 2010-2011. I pledge to do my best for the Lions of our great district in       
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Saturday August 14, 9:00 am 

White Cane/ Camp Dogwood Work Shop 

1st Cabinet Meeting  

All Zones Meeting 

All are invited, especially, Club- Presi-

dents, Secretary, White Cane, Camp Dog-

wood Chairs along with all District Chairs 

and Zone Chairs 

 

Place: Massey Hill Lions Club, 1613  

Camden Rd, Fayetteville, NC 28303 

the coming year. I will represent you to the best of my ability at the state and national 

level. I consider it an honor to be invited to your club this year, and I will be informative and 

short with my presentation. I am always ready to come at any time to help your club in any way 

that I can, just give me a call. In addition, any individual Lion call me if you have a question, I 

will do my best to assist you. 

Let me say that I worked with a great team this past year and I will be working with a 

great team this year, Secretary/Treasure Ann Pruitt, 1
st
 VDG Denning Buchter, 2

nd
 VDG Randy 

Kirby, and all the great Lions who have accepted  positions this year in my cabinet.  

Therefore, Lions of the Finest district in North Carolina lets: óROARò so that we will be 

heard across the state. 

                                                                                            Jerry Lee Thomas  

                      District Governor  
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Beginning in 1917:  Chicago business leader Melvin Jones asked a simple and world-changing 

question ð what if people put their talents to work improving their communities? Almost 100 

years later, Lions Clubs International is the world's largest service club organization, with more 

than 1.35 million members in more than 45,000 clubs and countless stories of Lions acting 

on the same simple idea: let's improve our communities. 

1920: Going International:  Just three years after our founding, Lions became international 

when we established the first club in Canada. Mexico followed in 1927. In the 1950s and 

1960s international growth accelerated, with new clubs in Europe, Asia and Africa.  

1925: Eradicating Blindness:  Helen Keller addressed the Lions Clubs International Conven-

tion in Cedar Point, Ohio, USA, and challenged Lions            

to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against   

darkness." Since then, we have worked tirelessly to aid the 

blind and visually impaired. 

1945: Uniting Nations:  The ideal of an international          

organization is exemplified by our enduring relationship   

with the United Nations. We were one of the first         

nongovernmental organizations invited to assist in the   

drafting of the United Nations Charter and have supported 

the work of the UN ever since. 

1957 : Organizing Youth Programs:  In the late 1950s,        

we created the Leo Program to provide the youth of the 

world with an opportunity for personal development through 

volunteering. There are approximately 144,000 Leos and 5,700 Leo clubs in more than 140 

countries worldwide. 

1968 : Establishing Our Foundation:  Lions Clubs International Foundation assists Lions with 

global and large-scale local humanitarian projects. Through our Foundation, Lions meet the 

needs of their local and global communities. 

1990 : Launching SightFirst:  Through SightFirst, Lions are restoring sight and preventing blind-

ness on a global scale. Launched in 1990, Lions have raised more than $346 million for this 

initiative. SightFirst targets the major causes of blindness: cataract, trachoma, river blindness, 

childhood blindness, diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma. 

Today: Extending Our Reach:  Lions Clubs International extends our mission of service every 

day ð in local communities, in all corners of the globe. The needs are great and our services 

broad, including sight, health, youth, elderly, the environment and disaster relief. Our interna-

tional network has grown to include more than 200 countries and geographic areas. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/about-lions/mission-and-history/our-history/melvin-jones.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/about-lions/mission-and-history/our-history/helen-keller.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/sight-programs/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/leo-clubs/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/lci-foundation/our-programs/sightfirst/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/about-lions/our-locations.php
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On the Outer Banks of my home state of North Carolina, stands the 

worldôs tallest brick lighthouse.  The Cape Hatteras lighthouse, built    

in 1807, has stood as a symbol of hope for mariners for over two     

centuries.  Atlantic currents in this area made for excellent travel 

for ships, except in the area just offshore at Cape Hatteras.  

Nearby, the warm Gulf Stream ocean current collides with the 

colder Labrador Current, creating ideal conditions for powerful 

ocean storms and sea swells.  The beacon at Cape Hatteras has 

been credited with guiding ships to safe harbor -pointing the way 

for thousands who thought all hope was lost.  In spite of modern navigational aids and  

onboard satellite systems, lighthouses still dot the shores of oceans around the world.  

They have stood the test of time, and remain symbols of hope for those who have lost 

their way or are in need of assistance.  The lighthouse keeper who used to manually light  

a lamp at the top of the lighthouse has long been replaced, but the light is still relevant.  

Helen Keller asked the Lions to help her bring light to others.  We answered that call as   

no other organization could, and our light of service is more relevant today than ever     

before.  Yes ï technology has added convenience to our lives, and we are all thankful     

for medical advances that have improved quality of life, and in many cases have made      

it possible to eradicate diseases that have plagued humankind. But in spite of advances  

far too numerous to mention, that have made our lives better, nothing has replaced the 

need for human interaction. There is no substitute for an outstretched hand offered in   

service.  Built on a solid foundation of volunteer service, Lions Clubs International has  

been providing hope to those in need since 1917.  Throughout our history, Lions have 

been shining a light, highlighting health and happiness for millions of people living in   

darkness and despair.  There is a light that emanates from each and every Lion member.  

You can see it in their eyes, you can see it in their smile, and you can see it in their        

actions.  ña ray of light from another soul touched the darkness of my mind and I found 

myselféand broke through the dark, silent imprisonment which held me.ò  Helen Keller   

As we navigate our way through this year, there may be unforeseen obstacles along the 

way, rugged shorelines, storms and rough seas.  But there are over 1.3 million lighthouses 

in 205 countries ï Lions members who will continue to light the way, and continue to  

serve as beacons of hope.  As your president, I ask of you to let the light of service shine 

brightly.  Together, let us continue to be a symbol of light and hope for those who are in 

need, and for those who are searching for a safe harbor and a better tomorrow.  

  

Sid L. Scruggs, III  

International President  
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WHAT A GREAT YEAR  
 

As the year ends and a new Lion year begins I would like to 

thank all the great Lions that I have worked with in the past 

year.   As Governor Dan states itôs been a fun ride.  Thank you 

Dan for all that you have taught me about Lionism this past 

year.   Dan, Jerry and I have been on the same page all year 

and I feel that the district is moving in the right direction and 

will continue this movement under the leadership of Jerry   

Thomas.  I look forward to working with the new team of Jerry, 

myself, and Randy Kirby. 
 

I would also like to congratulate Brad Logston being the fifth Lion inducted into the NC  

Lions Hall of Fame.  Also, congratulations are in store for David Martin for obtaining the 

International Presidentôs Medal and to Ron Kelly in receiving the International Presidentôs 

Certificate of Appreciation at the state convention in Asheville. 
 

Even though June is the last month in the current Lion year it has been very busy and       

productive.  I have attended MERL team training, District Governor Training, the State     

Convention and the Induction and Awards Banquet.  It appears that the new year will be  

very busy and fruitful.  Beginning in July I will start visiting many of the Lions clubs, work     

on the District Convention and attend the District training for the Secretaries, Treasures,    

and Zone Chairs. 
 

I see a very smooth transition of leadership within the entire organization of Lions.           

Each  year a new International President takes the reign of the Organization along with    

over 700 Governors and 45,000 Club Presidents in a total of 208 countries.   
 

Letôs take a look at upcoming events.  July 31 Secretary, Treasurer, and Zone Chair        

training..August 14 White Cane Kickoff.. September 23-25 USA-Canada Forum..October    

11-13 VIP Fishing Tournament..November 5-7 the District Mid-Winter Convention.           

Mark your calendars! 
 

ITS GREAT TO BE A LION 

Denny Buchter                      

1st Vice District Governor  
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